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5 New - Teſtament, to require a pub» 
. formal and explicit CONFESSION, 

ſome particular Miſdemeanors, hich 
is confidered by many as prev iouſſy ne- 


| AD to a Chriſtian Profeſſion, to'Bap- 
tiſm, and to Chriſtian Communion, and 


Practice, are” carefully examined. their 
true Meaning aſcertained—ObjeRtions an- 


. Queſtion, (it is apprehended) concluſive. 
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7 HE contents of the following pages were prepared and 
delivered in their preſent form. ibithous any piew vr 
expectation of their being made publick, by the preſi.— 
As the ſubject of them, is not confined to the conſideration of 
any particular ſociety, but concerns the churches of Chriſt 
in general, eſpecially in New-England ; the author ſubmits 
them to publick peruſal without making any apology :—T o the | 
uncandid and ſevere, none that can be offered. ꝛuill be deemed 


Sufficient ;—thoſe wha are candidly diſpoſed will not require 


any ;. as they will readily admit what may be thought to be 
needful, without being requeſted : Though the editor is far 
From tating it upon him to ſay, he has done full juſlice to 
- the ſubject; yet he has neither health or leiſure to give any 
urther attention to it. To ſay the leaſt, he has made an 
opening, und collected fome materials, relating to a ſubject 


which requires jome conſideration, and has been thought of | 


importance enough to merit ſome publick inquiry and diſcuſſi- 
on ;: — he t'erefore hopes, if there ſhould be occa/ton, fome 
friend to the rights of conſcience—to chriſtian liberty te 
the good. order and proſperity of the churches in this land 
and to primitive chriſtanity and who is not prepaſſelſed in 
favour of ecclefiaſtical uſurpations will not let the cauſe ex- 
pire for want of aſſiſtance, but will ſtep forward, and eſ- 


pouſe, and defend the principles here exhibited, ſo far as 


they appear to be conſonant to re-ſon, and to the holy ſcrip- 
tures; and no further—and at the ſame time, correct any 
errors that may be contained in this addreſs with that ſpirit 
of meekneſs and charity which is in no ſmall degree orna- 
mental to eur chriſtian profeſſion, and which, it is to be 
hoped, will be ſubmitted to with afimilar diſpoſttion. 
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ſeripture authority for and obligation tg, it, which it is ſuppoſ⸗ 
ed there.is; and il find that it is called in queſtion byIHH 
others:, 28d this has led me to make a. particular, and critical 
inquiry into the proper. meaning of the ſeveralapaſſages in 
the New-Teſtament, that are; ſuppoſed either ao lige or 
fine wien eee to require it, —| do maſt ſecjouls 
ly. declare to you, that: it is fat from my diſpoſition to alter, 
oc. let, afide. this, or. any.}. other. practice hat bas takten place 
among us, merely, becaulc jr has een efabliſned by cuſtom, 
and ancient uſage; and it ſhouid e as far from yqur, ang 
way inclination to contigus in it 3 if, i, hall be made to a. 
ol that it is not, founded in ręaſoge vis not warranted. by 
the great head gf ihe church hr by his inſpired apoil lea, 
either by direct precept, or by any example from which | 
It can, be fair ly, and juſtly concluded to bave been; practiſed 
in the primitive, church, —Jr ought carefully to be remem- 
mi 2h alice 7 11 $3 91} eie 3 v7 * : bered p 
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and all ber matters relating ar ons to doctrines, practice, ot 
diſcipline, ſiould be, what faith the ; {oripture ? 2— What 
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the ſole law- iver of the chriſtian church ſay —What fay 
thoſe by whom, under divine direction, chriſtian ſocieties were 


formed, and eſtabliſhed in particular places, where chriſtiani- 
ty was embraced? As theſe; and theſe only ſhould be the 
grounds on which we proceed, in all our inquiries, and tranſ- 
i669,- whether minifterial, or eccleſſaſtical; ſo, I carneftly 
deſite you, with calmneſs and coolneſs, With'idhpar ality y. and 
withbar prejudice, and wirh your minds open to lighr, and 
convictiom; and al ſo with à determination to follow the guid- 
ance e right reafon, and of the holy feriptures, wherever they 
fhalt head us; aſſür ing our ſelves, that they will neither de- 
ety or- miſſead us:2—With this diſpoſition” and reſolution, 
let fe: requeſt you, to accompany” me; While I examine, and 
mquire'into the meaning, and proper ſenſe of the ſeyera} 
paſſages of the New Teſtament, that are: or may be ſuppoſ- 
ed to have any reference to this matter Eider directly or by jaſt 
inference. T moſt ſolemnly aſſure” you, my brethren, 
have no other view or motive in making {tf inquiry, that 
to'know- the mind of the great Head ef the end, ape 
Unt: directions either ez or His inſpired” apoſtles” Have 
rent us about” it—for, if che otlcer fet ads tiefe, 300d TC. 


Leide out principles, and practiees iu tl er. Where 1070 


ing to-doArines; or eceleſtaſtical difeiplineſ from 9 
oÞihiods, and uſages; we fall be! itifflediviely K 3 Yo 
and left to be blown about by eyery« wind; of doctrine, aud 
16 be guided'by the Jiffites; and end *6F thoſe, ©) 6 
are 25 fallible as we obffelves'tre; 46d: ms 4 takc Ii upon 
them to pteſeribe uhat we are t& believe; br wat we ale 
ts praftice;= Therefore, ſettitty, aſitle everything of human 
6rigioah, anditivention(# it fond in Alie firſt place, be Late 
fully confideted; fiat the pricvitive;  +nd*apoſtolick pr _ 
Was, firs reſpect tothbſe'whs wörel abônt to- 1 0 
feſſion of faith in Chill. and 0 be aditted to chli 


baptiſm as a token; or external figa of that profeſſion ; and 


with reſpect to thoſe, - who had already made ſuch a pro- 
feſſion 
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fefloap and been admitted bs: members of the chifftia -m 
ehutcli i; becauſe a tight underſtanding of the pdint We are 
upon, depends; at leaſtim part, upon 4 due attentien td 
this diſtinction ) and forcwant- of it, I-apptehend, ſoe part 
of the difficulty, uncettainty, and miſtdke, is owing, int 
has ariſeh abbut. it. fot certainly, thofe- whe were fiot9pros 
| feſſing chrlſlians, were not, ih the firſt” place, called upon 
to obletrvri and practice che ſame things that were required 
of thoſe; ho had already: made ſuch à -proteſſion, aud had 
voluntarily placed themſelves: under the watch and dif- 
cipline of that chriſtian ſociety, among the members of 
which, they reſided: from 4 conviction that it was their | 
duty ſo to do; for this' would have been, io have required | 
them to obletve; and conform themſelves to the rules and | 
inſtitutions; of a ſociety, before they were members of ir, 
and even before they had, or as to many of them, could 
have had at proper -knowledge of them, or of the aurhoriiß 
by which thoſe rules and principles were eſtabliſhed, and 
conſequenily of their obligatibns to conform them felves tithem. 
Hut before we proteed any further, it may be proper to 
o bviate an objection that: may be ſuppoſed te operate againſt 
what has juſt been advamded, and which ariſes from am opi- 
nion, that the adult poſterity of chriſtian profeſſors that 
were baptized dn in fancyovare properly members of the chtiſ. 
tian churbh that as they were expreſsly ineluded in 
that ſtipulation or corenantwhich their parents entered iriro;, 
when they: ade an explicit profeſſion of their faith in chriſ. 
tianny; and ate theteby:ſEppoſed to be intereſted il, and 
entitled) ab albel ue heſh ge 8b tbar eorcnum f. lc, iey are 
id be conſideted in conſequenee of this their fuppoſed ehurchi 
mernberſhip: as under dbligations to the performance of all 
ehriſtiam duties and . al ſo as ſubjeR* to that diſciphne of the 
church which ariſes from: Meir relation to it; are liable 
to the cenſures of it Hd in partienlar; ate te be denied 
the; previledges of chriſtian” ordinances} until they make a 
_ public 'eonfetſion- of certain miſdemeanors, of Which, iu 
dme pet iod- of their lives, they may hae been gullty. 
The caſe of the infahi children of thoſe chriſtian profet᷑ - 
fors; bo: hare devoted them to God in baptifm ag. H⁰ 
che caſt of thoſe vf dheir children, he ate but jut arrived 
nion | | | 2 i 


1 
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to years of underſtanding, and have not had ſufficient tim 


do inquire into and conſider the nature and deſign, the im- 


portance and adyantages of the chiiſtian revelation, and the 
neceſſity of it 0 themſelves and to: the world; not being 


included in che objcctioa; the : conſideration ot them does 


not come within the limits of what is to be offeced in reply 
10 it.— What therefore is to be advanced in anſwer to it, 
will be con fined to thoſe of their children Wh ar R. matured 
by age; whoſe teaſoning powers are fo far unfolded, en- 


larged, and ſtrengthened by; time and. exerciſe, as that they 


are capable, not only of knowing the difference between 
good and evil, but ot being made acquainted with the. de ge- 
nerate ſtate of that race of be engs to which they belong; 


both by experience and obſet vation: of underſtanding ĩm 


ſome. conſiderable. degree, the ehriſtian ſcheme of redemp- 
tion of being convinced of che importance and neceſſity 


of it, both to themſelyes and to. others; — and of their own. 
intereſt, and obligations in conſequenee of it. And when 


viewed in this light, and ſuch children have had the adran- 


tage of parental inſtruction andtexample, and othet means of 
chtiſtian knowledge, to a ſufficient: degree; but have not 


improved them; and by their uniform practice have, in the 
moſt open, and in the fulleſt, manner, declared their con- 
tempt, and neglect of all thoſe means, and by the ſtrongeſt 


implication, have ſaid, that they would not heve the Son ot 


God, and Saviour of men to tule over them, nor: hecept of 
any of thoſe benefits which are ſaid, in the goſpel, to ariſe 
from his mediation and interceſſion;; but reject him int all 


his offices, and under every character. which be! ſuſtains, and 


in which he is diſplayed in the goſpeb y- and live in a con- 
rinued oppoſition to his government and laws; are theſt 


perſons, it is aſked, io be conſidered, as membets of the body 


of Chriſt, Which is: bis church: or, do they not virtually, 
and in effect, and ig all rational conſtruction, ſæparate, and 


diſmember themſelves therefrom? And are they not ſo to 
be conſidered by others? And:;though,. during their imma. 


ture and untaught-ſtate, they: may reap all the advantages 
that are to be derived from the faith of their parents; and 


from that dedication which they had made of them to God, 


according to che chriſtian covenantꝭ whatever, and however 
„ : extenſive 


I 


( 


extenſive thoſe advantages may be; yet do they nat cut 
themſelves off from all title or claim to them, in virtue of 
any parental ſtipulation, or dedication, or of any divine pro- 
miſe; if, when they are arrived to maturity of age, and 
underſtanding,” they do not walk anſwerable thereto; but 
their conduct is altogether the reverſe ; though they may have 
been ſufficiently taught the principles of chriſtianity, and 
inſtructed in all the doctrines and duties of it, both by the pre- 
cepts and examples of their parents, who may rational 
take the ſatis faction that ariſes from a conſciouſneſs of hav= | 
ing done their duty to their children, while they were pro» | 
per ſubjects of parental dedication, authority and inſtruction; 
however they may have failed of ſucceſs; which undoubt- 
edly will be matter of great grief unto them. The thought | 
of this, by the way, ſhould work upon the ingenuity, gra- 
titude and filial feelings of children, when arrived to a ſtate 
of manhood, and maturity of underſtanding ; and ſhould put 
them upon their guard againſt all thoſe irregulatities, exceſſes, 
and ſinful indulgences, by which they may wound the tender 
hearts of their parents, awaken the moſt anxious ſenſibility in 
their breaſts, and rob them of that comfort which they havethe 
ſtrongeſt reaſons to expect from their filial duty and affe ction; 
but muſt: not their chiidren, after all that has been done, be 
left toſſtand or fall by their own perſonal conduct, as ſoon 
as ſufficiently capable of moral agency. and religious tranſ- 
actions, atid properly inſtructed in the nature and obligations 
of (bemoꝰ nd will not the covenant tranſactions of the yas" 
rents, in which ſuch chiidren were included, and by which 
they were dedicated to God. and which ſuppoſes them to be 
members of the chriſtian church, be a mere nuſſity as to them, 
for the time to come, however beneficial it may have been 
during their infancy ? - Or rather, will it not operate in their 
disfavour; and ſerve to increaſe their future condemnation, 
if they are fivally imp nitent; when it's conſidered, that 
having known their Lord and Maſter's will, they did it not. 
From all which I think it follows, that though the promi ſes 
and bleſſings of the chriſtian covenant may be ong to the chil-- 
_ dren of chriſtian; believers, during their minority, or infant 
ſtate; and will be continued to them it, when capable of it, 
they improve thoſe means and adyantages with which they 
| are” 
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aro favourcd, and by which they may come to ihe kno vt 


of the way of falvation by Jeſus Chriſt; yet, as religion 18 
2 perſonal tranſaction, and the worſhip and ſer vice of God 
is to be performed in the exerciſe of thoſe rational powers of 
our nature which out creator has given us; ſo, the bleſſings 
of that coyenant cannot rationally be ſuppoſed to extend, or 
de continued to children, as a conſequence gf che faith and 


dedication of their parents, any longer, than until they are 


capable of tranſacting and ſtipulating for themſelves; and 
kave had ſufficient inlkrudion. and the means of chriſtian 
knowledge put into their hands - and if they do not make a 
proper improvement of theſe advantages, nor make a pro- 
feſſion ot the chriſtian faith; and are ſo far from conform: 
ing their lives to the rules and precepts of the goſpel; and 
from paying a proper regard to the jaſtitutions of it; that 
their temper and conduct are diametrically 3 the ays 
thority ot Chriſt, and to the laws of his king 

not, upon rational principles, conſider themſelyes, or be look - 


ed upon by others, as ſubjeQs of it, or as members of his 


church; but areſto be numbered with tho/e that are with - 
out ; whom the apoſtle lets the Corinthian church now they 


had no authority to judge, or paſs any cenſure upon, While 


they remained ſo; but they muſt be left to the judgment of 
God, to whom alone they are, at preſent, accountable 
them that are without God judgeth . And the principles 


& , 9 


of chriſtian churches in general, in New-England, iſ we ma 


form a judgment of them by their practice, exactly coincide” 
and agree with the view we haye now been taking of this 


matter, and ſpeak the ſame language (however inconſiſtent” 
they may be with the practice of requiring confeſſions in 
the before mentioned caſes) for, whenever the deſcendants 
of chriſtian profeſſors, as well as others, manifeſt a ' diſpoſi. 
tion to attend upon the ſacramental inſt itutions of the goſpel ;' 
ir is expected that publick notice ſhould be given, and is ac- 
cordingly expreſſly given of their deſires a formal profeſ- 
ſion of their (chriſtian faith is publickly propoſed, and aſſent: 


ed to an admiſſion into the church as formally declared 


and promi ſes of walking agreeable to ſuch profeſſion, ſolemn 50 


ly and publickly made —and all:this as explicitly, ad if they | * 


bad recently emerged from heathenifin,” or had juſt quitted 


om; they can- 


or 
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Teſpedter of Perlons er nations) Ib in ver. nation,” 'he 4 5 
Feareth God and workerh' tiyhteogſi Els, 15 accept tec wi) 
bim, or received into his church, erg is Hot 25 oy 


or confined, as it W \vnder- te 10 807 
Andi this elearly implies, that thofe Who 0H 


chriſtian proteſſion; wheb' they 50 nid ' it, por y ageing 
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ſtruction, &c: and do not make a proper improv ms fk of their. 
religious opportunities and e wy cöntf inte 0 i the 
neglect of them, and live in di ire ß olition, to tk A $a 15 


rity, and laws: of Cheiſt, may jultly tonhdefed 
ir a ſtate of infidelity ; and Ul her, Wes 0 be FE 
on a8 neither bring any? e the, bleſngs. and; p 

of the chriſtian covenant; nor F fandj Ing i In any : 
particular relation to the chrifti n. church.” Tf it thon 
uaid, that this reaſonin ace cn Fi 1 ho 


who-th6agh they ma babe "made, e 10 ofe 1 
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Paul; reſpecting thoſe WhO neglect to "make provifi i 
ſupport of their faihiſies.” See iſt, T in. v. 8. 


any mah provide not᷑ for his own, \ eſpecially thoſe eof 15 own: 
howferhe hath denied! dhe faith,” and is worſe than an in- 
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in its operation, as it has been thought by ſome to be, but is 
to be confined to caſes that are uncommon and extraordinary. 
Theſe things being premiſed, attended to, and kept in mind? 
3 | 1 | Ih @ * oa { £5, | 1 1 let 
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Jet us proceed in our inq 


uiries into the proper meaning of the 
ſeveral pallages, inlthe Nie- Feſtament, t at are ſuppoſed to 
Juſtify, - and give, ; countenance to the- practice of e 17 
ſuch, a confeſſion as we are ſpeaking off, as previduſly necef- 
lar to a perſon's heing permitted to make a chriſſiau pro- 
ten, ad to hit heing admittedas a ane D of the thH - 
which they. are produced, by, ſome to fupport and eſtab- 
liſh 3 r whether they) have My relation at all to itzand 
may ane Father of lights by his pracednd ſpitit direct us iu 
our. inquiries, and:lead:us/totheiknowledge; and detetming- 
tion, of, what js truth and duty, as qc the matter nowunderour” " 
conkgeration | Theſe paſſages of ſcripture I ſhall take chiefly my 
in that order, in which: I find themf id the ' New: Feſtament 
in which, a copſideration' of che commiſſion of the apoſtles, 
to baptize, and. moſt of the ihſtanees to whom 'baptifii' was 
admigiſtered, by them. on by their direRion will be include ee 
The firſt account of baptiſm; is that of John and Matt. ii. Ii 
I bey were baptizedb of bim, in Jordan, confeſſing their I 
ſins. “ — Thiat this, con feſſion of ſins was general, and volule 
tary, ang that it was to God only, is evident from hencez 
thax., there is no account of its bein g required to be made b7 
them, o John, ot to any of thoſe that were aſſenpled wii 
them; and will further appear ſo, if we look no further 


back than the gth yer, of that chapter; by which w are in- 


formed, that the perſons who were baptized, ani he made 
confeſſion of their ſins, were thoſe who + went out ton 
from Jeruſalem, and all Judea, and all tbe region found 
about Jordan,” —As theſe perſons by che diſtant ſituation of 
their places of abode, cannot rationally be ſuppofed to have hãd 
any per ſonal intercourſe, or knowledge of each otheri cha- 
racters, before this occaſional meeting; ſv there ebuld not 
have. been any previous per ſonal offences of which confeſſion 
could have been required to be made; beſides, and whien 
Puts the matter beyond all diſpute in Mark i. 35 which is the 
Paneel place to this in Mattherv it is expreſsly called «the *5 | 

aptiſm of repentance for the remiſſion of | fins?” which bes"? | 


longs to God.. only.—Does this account of John's baptiſm, 


conſidered in the connection in which 1 have juft been taking 
2 view of it, afford ſo much as the ſhadow of proof, that W 
9 T3 
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ate opliged or authorized to inſiſt upon ſuch a confeſſion as is d 
blue required. under the eitehraſtängei beforcmentivhed,' - f. 


Paſſige 10 be conſidered, is in Matth. vag 


ro | | 
le cp os hat His !! fr brotherobad außht to alledge apal oft him'? it; ct 
dan Wfthat he had oudghbegainit his brother/atitis miliitidir- | he 
_ J by ſome, if-we.may judge by their practice; is required ©! bi 

_ to ſalpend. his offering: until hel had Hit, artompliſhe@ h | wi 


revengeful.[fpirit, which. had a direct rendeticy' to put him he 
upon imjuring hi- brother, either in His perſon, reputation dif 


( An 5 ER I < © 1 err , . 
; reqt0;;was;rafh. and cail'elefs anger, and an -implacable and”: + un 


* 


by whichnone beſides are in any reſpect immediately infurl, | the 
the whole, wil] of God; as revealed by his ſon ?—It ſeems pri. 


dhe apoftles, 0 preach the goſpel, and to baptize; and it is con 
Cad 4cclaec e ie 


7 
pa 


* 
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profeſſion * of a the. 9100 eee to; baptiſm; nor is c: 


of mi{ondutt; 78 A prerequiſite to Soni ee GN : 


le 8, whigh, Ut be apoſtle Peter's ſermon had upon his; yon 


| Nei d io the 


confeſſion to him, or to others, of any iparticulan failings and 


7: ); 


Yegla red, that,“ „he hs beliereth, 9 and as „ toleen af dg. 
fait” l 1g baptized, hall be fayed *? Faith, or at leaſt al- 


thete the moſt, diſtant. hint ,of any thing further: being re- 
quired; which would RI om been expreſsly. and |} 
particu! 'arly. 'mentioned « on this. occaſion, if any thing 2 3 
had been neceſſary; end. we ſhall find that, the apoſtles itvictiy - 
wen to the eir r commiſſion, without any addition to it, chen 
the had occa/ign. to introduce any. into the viſible kingdom 
of Gi by aa —lInd deed, i in Luke xix. & we find Zac- 
ebe uf volu itari offering to. Kalor, four fold to ahoſe whom | 
he} fig br aye ppteſſed and wronged, in the execution of? 
his bf, 5 Fo f"publican o eollectot of the publiek taxes; yl - Þ 
which it . 1 ha ble he he had enriched himſelf, pateicularly by 5 
fall 300 fariqn, : A hich, it may he appolods Ale nad ges 
ped! Suzy Y. 19 7 5 in practiſe, for theo ſake of the- 
gaifi that migh therefrom);., but; every; one may ſeey<? 
At FUR view, That this ꝓrqpoſal, o readily. made by act heut, o. 
on er 2 cireuml FRE it highly probable, thats? 
ace beep ge Hy of, cxtortion;)and injuſtice; u a very, 
different th 55 A perſonz being broughy under neceſſity>' 
of making.a p blick gonfellion.of ,lomg paxticulat inſtances<q 


prof: hon, and to baptiſm being ad miaiſtered to themſelv 

5 he ir children in conſequenee of itz and asch — 05 
eſa, communion, without. which, hey may nog be :atle-*! 
mit! ed thereto Af the fame time it. muſt cbe giahted, by ' 
thoſe: Sho. 0 Regpuoully-ankift, ,vpon a confeſſion, thattbỹß 
ſome a t leaſt of th the: particul arly, ſpecified ſins, and excluſr | 
of ijuries ang ads of eee immediately wronged 1 
either 1 in their. pg (ons, characters or worldly. intereſt; and 
therefore a cone 108, to theſe who are not. foi injured, Cane" 
not e 4 be required pt. them, —In- Acts fi, g, che 


y mentioned. It is ſaidi they were 
under a conviction of their guilt, 
" 910 to him; = to ſthe reſt of the apoſtles, men and bre 
thren, What ſhall | we. do, %, What is his -an\wer:: To Does. = | 
he tell them, that they. muſt iainmhe firſtoplaee, make a 


17 is une ar 


. 


miſcarraiges 


Nothing of this:kind'is fo mi inted at; but; in anſwer 
tocthe intereſting and impottant gueſtion which v they pur to 
him, he immediately directs them to pit in! prattice the great 2 
and eſſential duty of repentance RP 

For, though he had; in the moſt tull and palitive. terms, ... 


chatgad them in ſome of the receding. verſes,” with being... 0 : 


the inſtruments of the death of Chriſt; yer, when he comes, 
to fet their duty before them, he toes not call upon "them. 


1 make a confeſſion to bim ol te _ others, but he exhorts .. 8 


evxety one df them te repent-and to be baprized,” in the | 
name of that ſelf ſame Jen ane they + \ wickgd bands.” 


had crucified and Min for? che remiflio #4 0 5 ins,” Aa con- 
ſe equence of which, thoſe of chem who gladl y Teceiyed Per, 2 
ters. word of:iexhortation, were 'baprized—anid 0 fame... . 


day — way added unte ther about F hoy e 


1 4 


them, which thous hb not an ſſental I 15 re pentane a 


K Ie 


Gy: . of | his. kind was' CenBacd & 2 thy Ca, 
previous totheir Anne Sen ee or to at 


—_ — 227 was attains as yg were hot he, 


together, and who preached, Jeſus unto him, ſajd ver. 35. 
when they came to a certain water, What doth hinder me to 


be baptized 2 What is the anſwer to this inquiry ? Does the 


Evangeliſt tell him, that he muſt in the firſt place, make a private 
confeſſion to him, or a publick confeſſion tb others, of any 
particular + miſdemeanor of which he migh ht have been guilty, 
as a prerequiſi te to ſuch a profeſſion of 


he afterwards! made? Not à word ef this; nor of any y thing 
like it — but his reply is direct, immediate and full— if“ 
ſays he.; thou believeſt with all thine heart,” which imports 
a high degree of ſincerity, "thou mayeſt,” And he anſwered and 


laid, without any confeſſion to Phillip or to others % any 
| „ 


AA 8 


miſcarriages with which they " might be jolt char cable 2 "a 
#1 1 y charg 


Meets towards agd :“? 


34.0108 


ith in Chtift, which 3 
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ſig; previous thereto, * I believe that Jeſus Chriſt /js-the' 
Son of God,“ and without. any religious tranſatiog inter- 
vening, that we have an account of, i js laid. Phillip bap- 
 1izedbim.—Tydia of Thyatira, and the Phillippian jailer, op- 
cernidg whom a very circumſtantial accoyng is, given in ele. 
xvi, though the piety of tHie one, as's worſhipper. of e 
God, ach the inhumanity” and ſeverity of the other, in thru 

ing the innocent afjoftles-ihro the cloſeſt cuſtody, apd faſt- 
ning their feet in the ſocks, are taken particular notice of, 
yet without afiy reference t this difference in their charac- 
ter that we have an accoutit df, but only upon their profęſſ- 
ing faith in Chriſt, which it is clearly implied that they did, 


were both of them, together with their houſholds admitted 


to baptiſm as a token of it—without; any thing further being 
propoſed to, or demanded of, or performed by them, previ- 
ous thereto. —In Acts xix. 18, it is, indeed ſaid of * thoſe 
who believed, and who had been baptized: in; the name, of |} 
the Lord Jeſus, ver. 5, that they came and confeſſed, .and « i 
ſhewed their deeds.” This paſſage is therefore thought by | 
ſome, to be a full juſtification of requiring confeſſions, as 
they are practiſed in many of our churches—But let it be 
obſerved. that, whether chi made confeſſiop, to God, to the 
apoſtles, or to any others, it is not expreſsly ſaid, - yet ſup- 
poſing it to have been to rhe apoſtles, and to thoſe that 
were with them we have no account of their being called 
upon or required to make fuch a confeſſion by apoſtolick 
authority, previous to their being baptized—and it is cares: 
fully to be taken notice of, that it was thoſe that belreved, 
or made * profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, that are laid to haye 
come and confeſſed, whatever that confeiſion was, they, there- 
fore came voluntarily, and of their own accord, which is a 
very different thing from their being obliged to it, as a ſtep | 
evioufly neceſſary to their being admitted to chriſtian pri- 
vileges. Of the people of Samaria, it is ſaid, Ads, 
vii. 5, 12; that when they believed, upon Phillip's 
preaching Chriſt unto them, and made profeſſion of their 
faith, without which it could not have been knowa that 
they did believe—they were baptized both men and women, 
without any thing further being required of, or exhibited 
by: them.—In xth chap, of 48s, we have an W 


9 


\ ( . 16 p, ) 


WAVES i} an eee 1 2-4 
8f ſome Genitiles being | conyerted to the briflian, faith 


v 


© Eoncerning whom, Peter faith, yer. 47th, : Can any man 


$ n 4 


very frier obſerver of the religion of bis fathers, and being 
apprehenſive that chriſtianity was deſigned to undermine and 


vrerthrow it, he was fo yiolently ſat againſt all that he found 
in that way, that he perſecuted them even unto death 
this man's prejudices were fo deeply rooted, and at the ſame 


time, he was, i other reſpects, ſo well fitted to promote 


the faith of the goſpel, that our Lord. perſonally appeared to 
him, after his reſurrection, and ſpake to him, as it were, in 
mundet, © Soul, Saul, why pei ſecuteſt thou me f And 
upon being told Who it was that thus addreſſed him, he was 
filled with conviction and aſtoniſhment, and cried opt, © Lord 


What wilt thou have me to do?“ And as ſoon. as he was re- 


covered from the extraordinary effects, which the appearance 
of Chriſt had upon' him, it is laid that, ©. he aroſe and was 
baptized,” as a token of his having embraced that faith, 
which before he had labouted moſt affilioufly to deſtroy ; 
but though he had been an open, violent and eyer outra- 
geous perſecutor of the chriſtians, yet we have not the leaſt 
hint that a publick confeſſion of this, or of any other ſin 


S& 7% 5 i + Wk =P be. bs MB ws" þ ts, 5 1 i : 
was required of, or made by him, previous to his making a 


profeſſion of his faith in Chriſt, and being baptized in his 


name as a token of it—and though, afterwards, in his defence 


before king Agrippa, he gives an account. of his perſecuting 
ſpirit and conduct; yet it was not deſigned in à way of 


confeſſion, but o let him know. that the evidence of the 
trut of chriſtianity, notwithſtanding , his violent efforts, and . 
biaſs againſt it, was, in a manner ureſiſtible, and that he 


was not able to withſtand the force of it; for ſurely. he 
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Jig not m ike's puBlicte coufelfion to hits. when hs 
had n n 80. 272 7 to his 1055 Ace that we know of, 
"tor Pad ic been required 14 im. either previous 1 83 after 

"his þ 50 IIn 10 filfian ſocieties were 100 120 

i 6 miniſtry of this fa A poſtle, a 

1 cb 10 Ne Cocalhians after this manner, it, ef Ilt V. 

_ 117% at. hy Bae wrote unte you,” of & e. to he Whole 

; chi arch olleQively, not to Keep! company, if an man 

that is el a 27 ther, be a 210 or coyetous, or an 

idolator; of a Trailer, or x drynkard, or an. ,EXtorti ner, Fi 
duch a an one, no; not. to ear.” —They were neither t to have 
Fail intercourſe” with him by admitting! him'to their 12 

, Yate oye · feaſt, Which were co mom: 7 5 ; chriſtians at that 

; 1 0 575 policy to receive kim 0 05 elt communion, and 
to artake with th em of the fyr ibols Of Chriſt's body at his 


10 = the meaning is, t. af the 'members; of rhe church 


at Corint „ at their private, friendly "and charity catertalne 
ments an colleAizely by their whole body,.x were to with- 
a from, ſuch': an one, and to have. no fel lawſhip! or comn 
0 with h im and cir cally 270 ut away from amoig em- 
A h chen erde ee of o the dene ofthis 
chap er, who was om ily 758 75 40 be guilty'« of ſuck 2 
e of ae 190, as was not 400 much 1 named, + From 
m the Gegpil as fl: itious as k enera were ; or 
be ap oftle 88 ver. | bit Lon I oy, do to judge 
5 6 115 'e A at i Is, thoſe ho do not Po- 
Heſs themfelves'r to. | be chriſtians,” are not called bret ren; as 
the man ee mentioned | before, was “ calle a 576 
the er, 00 e that are in a. tate of heatheniſm, c or thoſe. WhO 


” on * 72 — 


Fee 
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oye in th e Jewith religion, and To are not.chriſtians; — 
J 0 ny 3 as if the, apoſt]e : had further ſaid, neither you. nor 
gx Wok, Fells ow. | proteſſors of chriſtianity, here any thing to do 
With he „in A Ya, of f eccleflaſtical cenſure, for they ate 
not o our ch rl ſtizn, ociery. or -community—chey he without 
the boundaries by Au. we ate nobel there= 
G4 the preſent, th jey muſt. be left to the.,j judg ;ment of 
to whom the V are Accountable according 0 that diſ- 
feen under 4 they are placed, wheth er it be the 
icht of: nature or reaſon, i excluſi ively. of any other; or of re- 
velation excluſiy we of the chriſtian, and accordiag to the i im- 
C provement 
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_ - proyement, or m{-improvement theyrhaye made of thoſe ad- 


11207 : 


*, Vantages they baye been favoured. wit 585 which they might 
"have come to the knowledge « of | th e truth. as it is in Jel us. 


= gp 


75 0 Them that are withoüt, od Jud 
- bt ge them. that are within 2 { pa $. It. the poſtle had 

t not your Jar and duty to jus ge: and to cenſure jog that 
ate within, ? . e. Withinthe incloſure.of the church. and who 
” have ſubjedted themſelves by their chriſtian profeſſion 70 its 
rules and diſcipline; Which, if they do not walk anfwerableto, 
- but are proved to de guilty *T fring 4 in the habitual þ Practice of 


2 of the before  Yentioned © Tean; alous enormities, they 


are to. be excommunicated, and the doors” of the chürch are 


22 0 


to be hüt againſt them, "as unworthy to be "members 8 1 it, 
and you, are to have no religious. {ello\ whip, or even Fami- 
har converſation, with them, 4 and, eſpecially not with that in- 
Left ous. perſon mentioned in the c{t part of that chipter. 
Does not this paſſage of {cripture, r my brethren, directly, and 
Ain tt 8 "moſt expreſs terms militate againſt the practice of thoſe 
"churches a at this day, which take it upon them, either indi vidual- 
"Ty, or a e conte dered,to inſiſt upon a publick and ex- 
1055 confeſſi 100 of 4 e particular failings and miſcarriages, 
fore thoſe, who are leb de with them, may be admit- 
ted to a chriſtien Yrofeſſion—to the” enjoyment of chriſtian 
privileges and to. the performance 5 particular duties! in 
_ conſequence ce of it? If we will but o oße Hur eyes, or Jet the 
ſcales of” 'prejudic gs. fall from” them, is it poſſible. for us to 
refuſe our alfent to that ealy,. rational anc confiſtent ſenile, 
"which has now been given of the laſt mentioned quotation of 
the words of the apoſtle, who himſelf, including his chriftian 
' brethren: (who, if there was any diſference between them, 
in this reſpect, mult; one would Think, haye had leſs pretences 
to it than he) by a fironginterrogative, « diſcfaims all authority, 
and diſeipline over thoſe, who had not made a chriſtian pro- 
feſſion? In addition to which, it may nöt be improper to 
obſerve, | that when this fame apoſtle, i in his fecond epiftle 
to the Corinthian church, recurs to this very caſe, and ex- 
preſſes the ſhare he had f in the grief which was occaſioned 
by it; he at the ſame time diſcovers no ſmall degree. of ten- 


derneſs and compaſſion towards the perſon who had been 


diſcarded from their chriſtian fellowſhip and e 
ET. 8 7” 
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covery a aνhe upüſſfe even urges thefif to reſtore him to 0 
kant chirit h/ and dne ze might be lo eſtabliſhed by chefr con 


. | ſeecityouy Hat 


| converfation:wityhhdparig oy conferting 2 and com- 
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ane te tbein Kol; thatks err eso neatory proce — 
ings had ſufficed'ts Wer the ends p ey them; Mh 
implies chutethe guiley ' perlon was Cönfidered as a true hewitt 
tere theyuhg 60 10 to fort ve him, and to adminiſter to Him thoſe” © 
c6#fBlkh6ns chat were b be derived from their forgireneſs, 

andi theh gives & 6:6 y they: ſhould immediateſy diſebs” © 

ver gu alterßtibiiin their cbnduct, big. the danger dhe 
ones fablty;cbur nowetefef eg er fon was in, of being overs" 
con 2with grief. and: ds karetes plungedthetoin beyond re. 


IF: 


duÞrowards Him, asitg' leave no Tm "to doubt of the” ſin- 
cevity-of t. . Sec at ou words ih Ap. n. verſe 6th, and” 
obih-o ſuffielent tune wan is this: 2 which was 
iniflic ted ui many. Ang thr; contre teh to of 
giert Naiy and comfort bitt, leſt! erte fock's one {hi6ufd- 
de Wallow dd up with” Srermuch ſerro ß. Wherefors Ebe-- 
woeld cob your'loye towards Bf. es | 
Thar:this|penjtens offandbr; did lot make a putzlie confeſſton 
to this church previous tb bis re admiſſidʒ às a member of ie, 
I will got take it upün ine to aſſert; but it may, with don 
deattiberaffirmed; tha there is nb count of intimation e 5 
i099 either required of, br made by him; nordo I know-of any 
generalpretept or. direction in the 'New-Tiſtzmen,By-Which's 
a chuvetvis> obliged; or im powered to eall for, 67. Fequire; 2 
pobufeſſion in fuchlwaſds, of by which an indtividda“? 
— Shell, -iorobh fo" exhibit a tes theses 
323 bzorhe way} even the nate, of the inerſtas es?? 
pelaqm fobms to — caret ty concealed” both s! 
and n dhe firſt ofaheſs epiftles—=Undoubredly the mefnbeßs 
of thevelarchohadofbffieient evidence bf he fineell Riss | 
repentance,” by:evevy zokeri of it thaviicewld thave!bten el 
peted35and os che care: of a me ehurehes thar-wers phintz 
eil by this upoſtle 8 and a de et eſſes his Ae. 
fire ofknowingrtieirifie; fo he had flequent commgneas 
tions vf inby-the Her or members of them reſpettivaly,— 
andias:iv ib reafonible vo ſuppoſe tharithere 0was'areonſider: | 
able ſpace'of time between the writing ofrHeſe tw htepiltles- 
they hadiopportulwidyg by obſerying his eonduct, by". prirate 
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badag. 
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of: baptized in- the name / uf the · Lord. (Jeſus; Zal cone 


20 9% 
Pie 5 their obſeryg * rag and by his confaling 


his fault th) each in 2 7 A member, as there was an, opening. 
| for i it, to be convinced, that his repentance; Was not a mort. : 
lived temporary fit of, 3 thatihe was ſincere and. 


perſaverin in it.; and how, much. more Jatistactory would ſuch 


evidence ofa perſon” s ſingerity and repentance be, than a public. - 
oral or written confeſſonʒ to ihe church, which has ſometimes 


been made upon the ce 10 a fault, yery ſoon, after the 
commiſſion of it, without. 1 ng ſcarcely: any dime for 
the, members of it, tg he ſalisfied. 2 was made from 2 
conviction of 2 it, ſor that it was attended with the 
leaſt degree ef ſineerity, or:any reſolution of futute amend - 
ment. And ag to thoſs Cetinthians themſel ves, to wham 


the apolt]e.wrote theſe, epiftles—what;a vicious c r 
*I 1 * 


ſomejof them bear, before their conyesſion. to chr 
—-Chap. 6th, hs dame hem! of, dt withia view 48 
reproach, and to paſa a S ure oN them hut co ſha. diem 


the difference betwegg[their; former. deplorable: ſtate of ea - 
thenjſme and their, piſentobagpy jet: 0d proſpects: hy: 
means f the goſpel ; Adν te a view to excite their 


gratitude, to ſlipylate; them. - belli nce and 1 len- 
Courage them. to hold. faſk.an 

profeſſion . | He; therefbre tells dame» gf theme that 
they were, ange fornicators, idolaters,. aduliererss: diere, 
covetous,drunkards Sc. bin that nowntf they werezivaſhed;”” ; 
wenge 
of their proteſſiug faith in his pame, c ſanctißed? by. divine. 
proce, pd! jullified,. bythe ſpirit of our God: ij; but nc ahe: 


lic confeſſion to the apoſtles, or to others, of ai bb ſhoſe lar 
numerated, and enormous ſins, norioff Aer 2 — 
rily. But-it-may'be-aſked, is there not tbio direct innsihe: 


epiſile of James, . confeſs your faultsoont to another, 


— wers theſe words are to he. found intl 6h. yer led dip 


v. chapter of that epiſtle; but it iso plains foi h ona 
of expreſſion in them, that; they., have, gen hd rer ena 


and are limited to individual chriſtian ꝓreſeſſari andi tial 


intend No more than this, that when 5 eng ane; — hath 


by. any means, or in any degree, jnſured a ch bſſendech list Niſ- 


tian brother, he ſhould confels 41d: acknriwtedge. the ame 
to him, upon heing made ſeefible of it, and ſhop} 8 — 
| wg 


adhere 3 — 


eaſt mention is made of their being gequited to malt aptly! 


Osco r 2 aa 


bear the 4. 6. ſo as tb b convinced of his fault, and to ging 


nat plainlyſappen 


4 TT 229 } 


the injury: Ag far as it was in is, power :: Hut a8 T ſhall agaig! + 
taks occa(ian io ad ert upon this paſſags, I ſhall not make 
any further abſervations u on it in this; plsce but ſball pro 
ceed, to obſerye, that, wirbexhis paſſage in James, agrees: tha 
wall. known direction in-; Matthew: xviiu n verſe; and oni 
« if thy beathef?”- icipals-ogainſt thes; (Jon ſes our: ; Ape || 
Nu pmg of, ad zaddtellen himſelf wo. an individual) g 
a telb him bis fault between these and him sone :? 
halbe haar; Ahg then haſt - gajne ye bruher n 
1. 4 recdinergd hit to a7 sole ef his feult,andito the perſdrm⸗ 
ante ofchis duty, in canſequence of it;: bn if he will- not 


tokens of repentancè and reformation: 5r˙ ten take withitbeeg! 
one or two. more, that in (or by) the mouth of two or three! 
witneſſes erory word. i dll chat paſſes between him and 
thee, % may be eſtabliſhed”. and confirmed by their: (teſts: 1 
mon y. it cherk ſhajl beef for itry 5 Jag if he final? 


negloct tb bean. hem. aii lr if he take nοo mati of them an- 


—— —— ſkdil-fay; witha vie to anſu i 
the eee dcn gesehn af. accomphſhing, and doe? 
not acknowledge his fanlffE,&M)/̊ promiſe amændment, and æyem 
males refticotion, ſo farlhs ah i way: rahhire lit 3 Snell if 
to:the) churel; but, if; he he neglect / to Hoarthechurch/?; um 
gives a attention to hat thethinh, jd) aheireolleAregcat 
pacity, ſhall ſay ta him telaring eo. the cnlastes i then *4cb Hinp 
be unto t hri is an henthen man and o pub dan; Boes 
from the: whole-of. this i paſſage, chit the 
fault of 620 f mentioned im it . and perſonad; | 
and:frich a not known t anf.befades; que fu ppb | 
ne Lo For if b bud beeo/ipub< | 
ic | abdmtojious;;there wund have: bean mioceatjon,- v 


| — ſuppoſed wſendet?s; refuſing to ſitar /h ae ae 


parry had tm allege agaiddt him, in qriyirc3: for talen one | 
ori. twalmpre'; who re not Uto be canſidered ad guides 
char, the:tredpaſs ws coniniitted, but as witneſſes thatizhid F- 


_ fendledbtatherhad, laid: before bim, whoin: he conſidered a | 


having! beem guilty of its of which,” it may tationally b fup- | 
poſed be had: the moſt» convincing knowledge; we ough⸗ bb 418 
could nxit make it evideht, by the-reflimony | of — t 


the „ was: Nell? obflinate; and: heat” 
| 70 


( =}: } 


churgh was to be cꝗuainred witch it; and to endeavour; to 


make him ſenlible of the fault wich: — heway: charged, | 
and to bring him” to: repentance. ut what is t he doñẽ ifs : 


N he * to hear the: church? What if he dentesahöe chf 


andop s Hot guilty ꝰ and ſo willi pay no fegafd to ſuch 4. 
madirions as they ſhall think proper to adminiſter to him} . 


ling to what is advanced by way'of complaint aphin(t him 


a9 altogether ufapplicable to him It the chureh td lie 
him and to renonce communios: wihohim a at ufiworthy:: 


member ? Willachk tet beat ſucle Hebnſtruction asithis 2 Ox. 


is there any directions given to theoburch relating ito aher 
conduct about the . da thinie dq) may pokitively* ſay, 


there:is not What then, it: maybe — — —— 


ing ol this paſſage of ſcripture * Tocwhich I anfwer, that as 
the fault, or-treſpals nere mentioned was evidenchp fuch, as 
that there was ho prof by which to ſupport the glirgation of 
the offended brother, even ſuppòſing he had: that evidenee, 
which was fuffrevent tu himſelf, demie teſtimong- dt: hi very: 
ſenſes; ' ſo the church could not take cognizant f a5; 


o ab to come to any deciſion: aboutit j hit muſi lebvs the mat: 


terx aso aay iſſue concerning ity : juſt ere they ound t 
It ſeems rea ſonahle to ſuppoſe thin allithey — 
hear tlie parites, whoſe characters, iti is probable and to be 
ſuppoſed. were equally fair before this, as each · of them ix 
called and conſideredias a, brother: hat then it may again 
be aſked, is to be done 4 in ſucmamaſeas this. —I,m mp, 
vill alſo aſk--Is it prabablechr reaſonable teſuppnſe/ hat. 
there is any opening for the nhurch to do anything; be ſides 
e fuppolecb coffender tc ſerĩous eonſiderition 
to reflect upon: the: natute vf the tre fpalle-qf N hieb he. is c- 
enſed—upow the aguilt he ihburs by denyingote charge 
brougbt againſt him, if true and plaiñly to tei him, that he 
her cy adds greatly to the guilt af the firſt offences if he is 


nat uimngfully dealt with q and tonvarn him of thequdgments 


af Gad; to whieh:he expoſes himſelf iihout repeutance, if 
re pontance is his duty, with reſpect to hat his:btather offers 
gant him and it may be ſuppuſed that the comp]zining 
+fother is alſo, admoniſhed by:the church, ſo far, as to 


ih mind of the great degree of guilt with which-heigcharg- 


8 in the ſight of God, Ih. he has -n ſoudtlation build 


4222 is bis 
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his procedure upon this they may, andit is reaſonable to ſu 
15 hole they wodld. and exep ought t do, and this is all theycould 
Ri d Ha OL UNC Fey ett + 0 9 44Av DSS 
0 ip ſich a caſe as this: word ſald to the 


or is there one word ſai, | 
Niet Nene 0 — go / . & Gwikts I 
” *hurchas tothe tec deci ſivxe management of it.“ A Il that 
„ „ „ „41121 IR G5 2 iin eee ieee wo Ie k Dif} * 18. 

18 ſaid IS directed to the, perſon againſt Whom the treſj pals. is 
fy % 34 +. i 41 Ml x * f 74 4 * 


171 2 Hi sea Van 5 0 1% 0 nig: 
+ ſupppledyo | ve been committed "ſays the text,“ be 


.will not Pear Thee, if he hall neglect to.hear 2ho/e whoth you | 
; ſhall take with you as eyidences of your laying the treſpaſs | 
before him, and not ſuffering ſn upon ham, nor letting him go 
- unadmoniſhed and unieproyed, to prevent Jour being in any Þ 
degree à pirtaker with him therein—* if he negle& to hear 


in your power to convinçe and reclaim bim; and to 7165 them 


fay, and | 


1 2 1 we ki i ©. , So 6.0 7 v7 / oy! 14 INN . 
and whom you have reafon to think is ſuch, though you can- 


„ 


underſtood as the importance of it requires, In addition to 
which, it may further be obſerved, that this direction of our 
Lord, gave occafion to Peter's addrefs to him in 21ſt verſe of 
this chapter, and. clearly ſhews in what ſenſe, he nnderſtood 
it,—© Lord how often ſhall'my brother fin againſt me, and 1 
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is in 


one in the ſpirit of 'meeknels, conlid fidering thylelf,” 
fo eh But jt is to be obſerved, that thi $15,988, zt 
4 


2d verſe, «T not unto thge, utitil ſeven "times, 15 


intil 
12 1 14 
ſeventy wines leren 7 7 eh is. to be u 5 9 8 chat, 


; ace to preſerve. af init Or for giyencls, not wit 
; ſmall number galy, bot 7 9 ffences—and and m 


verſes th e fame | 9 de of Wy 5 made 15 Wich 
t 


erence to the” 400 00 15 


hy bre Jed 8 
: gil thee, rebuke” bim, an *. Nie he ling 


if F he re pent, forgiye him, wy 


he treſpaſs agajgſt « thee yen times 1 15 day , an Vile 


times i in, a day, tur again to thee repent is Hh 
forgive him.” "<p bork which ps Al 5h 5 8 


reference is had 60 a ﬆ 0 of reli 00 ociety Th Fr e . 


10. re ſpe& to 


A are h con 


to 1 e 
eir 798 wie perlo ſonal e ag Riot 


2911 


ae may A 1 8 e, Wye, een e 
1 M. als where, Ho, "apoſtle. thus addreſles 


ro the chriſtian; f logs &y in, Galatia,. Brethren, * 2 os | 
be overtaken in a fault, ye, which are  pjritual, reſtore Fa 
N;thou 41 


the very time of his 9 ſo enen. was .a' chriftjan \bro- 
ther or fellow me a bel elarion Jad im upder * 
cial Sa e 0 50 churc any his having | 15 1905 
profeſſion and, 10 
to which, ĩt is 89075 0 er ar notice, th 

apoſtle { ſtiles them brethren | nt the beginning c of the y verſe, and 


| orms. his addreſs: to them jn their.aggregate capatity, y yet when 5 
be comes, in the latter part pa , adviſe, them to 1 1 


him that ſhould be. qvertaken in the commitlion | of a fault, h 


changes his manner of addreſs, and 7 mg himſelf to eich 


individual member, ng tby/el, — he, left #hou = 
e 


0 for ive "Kim 2 01 teren ti ines | y” 12 which te lies 73 


| eas h other, a nd 
100 de coh oe 5 | 


aration of his faith in. Ch. aig 
hat. tho ny 


1 


clearly be ſuppoſed, was as blameleſs as human frailty will 


4 
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be tempted—the direction refers to the reſloring.of a fel. 
low member, that had, by the ſurpriſe of temptation, and 


when off his guard, been overcome, and had committed 
ſome fault, which was a deviation from the chriſtian rule, and 


contrary to the general tenor of his conduct, which it may 


admit of, at leaſt as uncul pable as was that of the members 


ol that church in general, andihis was to be done in the ſpirit 


of meckneſs and under a ſenſe of their own liableneſs to 


* 


4 


* 


temptation and ſin; or, if the church in its collective capa- 
city was to take a formal cognizance of any particular faulis 


of any of its members it ſeems as if the brethren were to in- 
troduce and to take up the matter themſelves, -. not au- 
thoritatively,by requiring a public confeſſion, nor in a way of 
cenſure ; but ina way of charity and meekneſs,and under the 
conſideration of their own jnficmities,and being themſelvesin the 


body ; which is a proceeding widely cifferent from arbitrari- 


i: 4,3 i af 


ly requiring a public confeſſion'to be made of ſome particular 


miſdemeanors, as a prerequilite.to perſons being permitted to 


S 11. 


be of the number of Chriſt's viſible diſciples, by making a 
profeſſion of faith'in him, and atteading upon the poſitive 


4nd lacramental jnſtiturions of his goſpel.—Bur it may be 


o 
» 


Fug 
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lame time, mean is make 4 
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aſked, Oe ID lea does not the apoſtle Paul giy 


im. v. 20. % Them that fin, rebuke be- 


this dire ion in 1 7.17. v. 20. I her 
fore all, chat others alſo may feat. He does; but it is to 
s £4 $3 1 7 2514 % „„ s s 6„ © 2 1 . f Ss 3 
be remembered, that this direction is given to Timothy as a 


. at is 


ſure, to have forgotten thoſe ſolemn tranſactions, and to have 
been guilty of more than the common frailties of human 
nature — to haye become habitual ſinners—to have ſinned in 
a preſumptuous manner, and to have given no tokens of repen- 
Latice, but rather to have perfiſted in a courſe of (in, and that 
in an open and notorious manner which is far from being the 
caſe with thole at this day, who offer themſelves to make a 
publie fellas of their faith in Chriſt, whoſe characters 
are, in general, fair and unexceptionable ; and who, at the 
declaration of their dif] pare 
NT © tas 2 we 0s 19:90 
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15 iſter, and not to the church - beſides, as it ſeems to re - 

fer to thoſe chriſtian profeſſors, who walked contrary to 
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eir ſacred engagements, which it is implied they entered 
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Into at their baptiſm, ſo they are ſuppoſed, in a great meas». 
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and reſolution, in dependenee upon the help of Heaven, 
to live in fudjection to the laws of Chriſt for the time to 
come; however they may, in any particular inſtance, 
through rhe frailties of their natures, and the force of temp- 
tation, have heretofore deviated frem the fine of their duty. 


1 to perſons being permitted to make a public pro- 
. Feſſion of their faith in chriſtianity, and to receive baptiſm as an 


. © A -— „ 
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6 
produced out of the New Teſtirhent, which are nearly, it 
not quite, all that are therein recorded, of per fons _ 
baptized ; there is not one of chem that has the leaſt appear 
nce, or the moſt diſtant ht of any thing farther being en 


| Joined upon thein, as proper and previoully neceſſaty thereto, 


than a profeſſion of Faith in Chriſt, as the Meſſiah, the Son 
of God, and the Saviour of men.— And we tre as much gt 
4 loſs with reſpect to precepts, as we ark to precedents; 
chere being no injunction either upon miniſters or churches, 
to require it, nor àny command, by which thoſe. who pro- 
pole to make a profeſſion of faith in Chriſt, ant ſubje&ish 
to him, are obliged to fübmit tö it. I therefote think, I am 
fully unhotize 

warranted and arbitrary in any chtiſtian chüfch, or in any bf 
the members ol it, to require it; or to objekt to-thoſe per- 
ions making 4 chriſtian profeſſion, or to their heibg dase 
memſelves, or having baptilm adminiſtred to their children, 


zs a token of their faith and profeſſon; whoſe ſincerity we 
have not ſufficient rea ſon to queltion; or of whoſe qualifi- 
cations in other reſpects we have no reaſon to doubt. But 


the plea of ati ancient cuſtom, in many bf dur church, 
and in this in pariiculat, 1 am ſenſible, is againſt all that 
has been offt red It may be aſked ; were "not gur predę- 
ceſſors wiſe, pious and good men? And did hôöt they ftrieiy 


aàdhete is this cuftom ? And did not they think, that they 


"both of faith and difeipline, "4s well 4s of manhers? And 
did not a ſpirit of piety and of zeal for the honor of God, 


made, and did they net mean to wake the ſeriptüres, their rule 


the intereſt of religion, ant for the good order, Uiſciplite, 


an! purity of thechurches, prevail among them? I ſuppüſe 
all this to be true and | rerere their memory for that Ipit ie 
of piety, that zeal for reſißiön— that love of liberty, bath 


civil and religious and for Mt euiet p jzing ad perfeveting 


' ſpirit, which they 'mahifelted) and for the acaziüg effofts 


of which theſe American States, and future generations, and 
perba ps no [mall Part of the world, in future ages may have 
teaſon to riſe up and call them bleſſed — but ſill they were 
fallible men, and liable to miftakes and Prejudires, as well 
28 other men! Und were free themſelves to acknowledge 
all this and as they fled” from the yoke of iyratiny, both 
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eivil and eccleſiaſtica] in ſome reſpects,. and in others from 


too great a Jazneſs in what, they apprehended to be the true 


eccleſiaſtical diſcipline, and agrecable to ſcripture ; ſo it wag 


natural for them, and would haye been ſo tor others, cir- 


cumſtanced as they were, io paſs over the middle point. I 


ſay, 1t wis no more than was io be expected, it they carried 
ſome things to a contrary extreme, and dre the cords too 
ſtrait, and became too rigorous as to ſome, matiers, which 
they left in ibeir native country, in fo relaxed a ſtate, that 
they ſcarcely had any ſpr ing ot energy left in them. ] his be- 
ing the caſe, ic is not to be wondered at, that they were 


miſtaken in ſome things, and as to what we have been 
particularly inquiring. into, that they were ſo in fact, with 
out any veflection upon their wiſdom, piety and zeal—bez 


ſides, it we are to tollow them implicitly and without exa- 
mining, Whether their eee uſages were rational 
and ſcriptural ; it was their duty to follow thoſe that were be- 


fore them; and they to follow athers, and ſo on, until we 


get back to the days of popery, and eyen to pagan:/m—and 
therefore, it cuſtom is to be our rule of conduct, we ſhall 


paſs an jmplicit cenſure upon ſome of the firſt chriſti-ns, in 


Tenouncing the polytheiſm and idolatry of their, heathen ſtate, 
and upon others, in ſetting aſide the ceremoni»] law of the 


Jews. — We ſhall alſo implicitly condemn the firſt reformers 


from the ſupetſtuions, and fopperies of the church of Rome, 


We ſhall likewiſe, in effect blame the fore · fathers of our pra- 


genĩtors in England, in refuſing compliance with the un ſctip- 
tural requiſitions and uſages of ſome of the high-flying and 
arbitrary prelates of that church in the laſt century. — Yea, 
we ſhall virtually condemn the proceedings of the church 


in this place, in paſſing a formal vote, as they did, ſome 


years ago, not to require a formal relation of experiences, as 
a neceſſary previous ſtep to perſons being admitted to a2 
.chriſtian profeſſion, and to their attendance on ſacramental 
zoſtitutions, which had been inſiſted upon before, and is ſo 
now in ſome churches in this land; although it is moſt cer- 
tainly an unwarrantable and. ,unſcriptural. requirement; and 
there is no doubt to be made, that it has proved the occaſion 
of preventing ſome ſerious and conſcientious. perſons from 


attending their duty at the Lord's table; as they began to 
1 „„ LEA RL F F : be 
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be religious in early life, but knew not the period when 
they began to be ſoi in a preyaliing degree —the progreſs of 
religion in thcir hearts and lives, had been ſo graduat, that 
they were not able to trace it, or to tell when it arrived to 
ſuch a height as to afford them ſufficient reaſon to hope, they 
were in a ſtate, of acceptance with God, through the media- 
tion of Chcilt, and at the ſame time they have not had the 
conſcience, or confidence to fabricate a plauſible narration of 
experiences and religious impreſſions; and of divine di ſpen- 
fations towards them, nor to procure it to be done for them 
by lo ne other, hand—while ſome others of leſs religious ſen- 
ſibility than thefe,con(cientious, perſons juſt mentioned, from 
ſome motiye or, other, perhaps, not the moſt worthy, have 
been under ſtrong temptations to deceive, by a detail of im- 
preſſions which they never had, at moſt, not in any conſidera» 
ble degree, and.of of uch diſpenſations of: providence which 
were collected and enumerated, and perhaps ina great mea- 
ſure invented by others; of which they themſeſves knew 
but very liitle,; but which at the ſame time,; ſer ved to hold 
them up, as they perhaps imagined, in ſome light of im- 
portance, by, whien the vanity and pride of their hearts have 
in no ſwall degree been biown up, and they habe been not a 
little expoſed to fall, into the ſnare of the devil As this 
practice of requiring relations; was more general about three 
ſcore years ago, I well remember. to hate heard it ſaid by 
ſome who wire upon the; ſtage af life ip the time of the 
great earthqqake lin 1727 3thar-great numbers took occaſion 
to relate the impreſſions which that awful providence: made 
. upon them, to prepare the. way for, and exprefſly declared 
that they Were excited thereby, to the performance of their 
duty with reſpect ta the Lord's Supper —and ahaought, it is 
reaſonable to ſuppaſe, that this ag in fact the caſo; yet it 
. is likewiſe rational to conclude, that ſome of thoſe very per- 
ſons were, before that tetrilying event took place, convinced 
of their duty, in this particular inſtance of it, but through 
want of being able go gixe an.agcaunt of - ſome) particular re- 
. igious impreſſians, gt af ſome recent and ſingularly affecting 
occurrence, by which they might have bees ſtirrd up to 
their duty, and which being a requirement of the church. 
they were ↄbliged g exhibit, in order thereto; they had. 
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to that time lived in the omiſſion of. What has juſt been ob. 


ſerved, is not deſigned to preclude or diſeountenance chriſ- 
tians from giving a reaſon of the hope that is in them, when 
it is meekly and reſpeAfully aſkedof them or from religious 
intercourſe or a communication of the ſtate of their minds, 
to intimate friends and acquaintance, of the dif: 
penſations of providence towards them, as there may be 
occaſion, and an opening therefor, which may conduce much 
to mutual edification, ſupport and confirmation in their 
journey towards Heaven. But when a publick and indif- 
criminate exhibition of experiences is demanded, it has x 
tendency to cauſe thoſe who offer them to be conſidered as 
a ſtandard, at leaſt by the weak and injudicieus; who may 
thereby be in danger of being miſſed, and they themſelves are 
liable to be bloated with religious pride; fo to ſpeak, which 
may prove a ſnare to them: For which reaſons, there ſeenis 
to be no propriety in requiring a publie declaration of them, 


eſpecially when conſidered as neceſſary to precede a chriſ- 


tian profeſſion, - Before I leave this digrefſion, into which I 
have been almoſt inſenſibly led, I will advance a ſtep fur- 
ther, and take ſome notice of another cuſtom that has al- 
molt univerſally tak en place among us; and that is of per- 
ſons of both ſexes, and of all ranks and conditions in life, 
being obliged to ſtand forth in ſome ednſpicuous ſituation 
in our pablic aſfemblies, when they make a profeſſion of the 


chriſtian faith "ET under the nori6h of their being not 
j 


to be aſhamed of, or of their confeſſing'Chriff | before mon, 
without which, it ſeems to be ſuppoſed, he will not confe/F'or 
own them, but be aſhamed of them, when he cometh inthe 
glory of his'father.—Bur' is not this carrying the matter roo 
far Es it not ſuppoſing, that the firſt followers of Chriſt, 
and profeſſing chriſtians at this day, and in a country whete 
chriſtianity is generally received and ptofeſſed, are In the 
| ſame circumſtances, which, every one knows, is far from 


being the caſe ? Whatever was requited of the firſt chriftians, 


we may reaſonably ſuppoſe; was not only tieceſfiry rokeep 
alive the profeſſion of their religion, but*t6 preſerve the ye- 
ry exiſtence of it, which, being ſurrounded” with enemies, 
and meeting with oppoſition from every quat ter, required the 
moſt undaunted courage, and the firtheſt reſolution in its 
| = profeſſors 
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prof eſſors, to keep it from being cruſhed in its infancy, and 
as it werte, baniſhed out of the world; and without any 
ſeruple, proportionable aſſiſtances, ſupports and conſolations 


from above, were afforded to thoſe who were ſincere in 


their profęſſion of it.— But in a land, where the goſpel of 
Chriſt is generally and openly profeſſed, and the worſhip of 


God agreeable to the chriſtian diſpenſation, is ſtatedly held | 
and carried on; as there is no danger of ſuch perſecutions as | 
the firſt chriſtians endured, by which they were called to 


confirm the truth of the goſpel], and by which many of them 


did actually ſeal it with their blood; fo ſuch an open and 


publick profeſſion, by perſons making their appearance, be- 
fore a whole congregation, made up of perſons of various 
claſſes of life, both as to ſtation and circumſtances, is. not 
now fo neceflary—for, though the goſpel levels all civil 


and worldly diſtinctions, ſo far, as that none are rejected be- 


cauſe they are poor, and without honour among men; and 


| none will be accepted, becauſe they are rich and in dignifi- 


ed ſtations ; yet, thoſe: who are confined to the obſcure 


walks of life; cannot lay afide that reverence and reſpeQ, 


even in a public religious aſſembly, which it is their duty to 
pay to thoſe whom providence has placed above them, in this 


ſome who are ſincere chriſtians, and who are conſcientiouſly 


diſpofed to attend upon all the inſtitutions of Chriſt, out 


of love and obedience to him who yet know not how to get 


over their natural baſhfulnefs, which perhaps has been, increaf- 
ed by their being placed by providence, in the vale of life, 
and in the depths of poverty, GY to prefent themſelves be- 
fore a large afſembly, intermixed perhaps with firangers ; 
by which the eyes of all will be turned towards them; the 
very thoughts of which has been fo diſcompoſing and unhing- 
ing that they have not had the reſolution and fortitude to 
make the attempt, and ſo haye lived perhaps all their lives in 
the neglectof what they knew tobe their duty, which at times, 
perhaps, frequently has been noe a little diſtreſſing to them? 

And may J not appeal to ſome of thoſe who do not move in 

the loweſt ſphere, and who by the dictates of conſcience, 


and repeated efforts, have ſo far got the better of a timor- 
ous temper, as to prepare the way for their making ſuch a 


publick appearance as we are ſpeaking of; whether, — 
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life-time been confined to the ſhade ; and would be more 
than their feeble faculties could well bear, if it would not 
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be quite intolerable to them.—And if the aboye reaſoping, 
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churches, which preſcribe and require a formal aſſent to - 


particular ſyſtems of doctrines of human invention and com- 
poſure ; or to particular modes and rules of diſcipline, de- 
rived from the ſame ſource, as terms without a compliance 


with which, none may be received into their fellowſhip and 


communion ; or if they have been admitted as members, 
muſt be liable to be fuſpended, and even rejected, if they 
do not aſſent and conform to them; — for may it not be con- 
cluſively inferred, that if a particular and determinate ſer of 


articles of faith and rules of eccleſiaſtical government, col. 


lected by human wiſdom, were neceffary to be explicitly 


afſented and eonformed to, by all, in order to their being re- 


ceived into the number of Chriſt's viſible diſciples ; ſome | 
delegated authority would have been lodged ſome where, | 
to preſcribe them, and to aſcertain their number, ant 


alſo to oblige our ſubmiſſion to them? But this, it 


is preſumed, is what no one, at leaſt, among thoſe 
who have been called proteſtant non · conformiſts, will aſſert: 
And without fuch a power, one chriſtian ſociety may lay 
claim to it, with as much propriety as another; which, con- 
ſidering the diverſity of opinions and uſages that have vbtain= 
ed in the chriſtian world, would involve init, no ſmall degree 
of contradiction and inconfiſtency. May it not therefore 
be concluded, that none have any authority or direction by 
which to preſcribe or dictate, in the words which man's 
wiſdom teache th, and that we are only permitted to pro- 
poſe * thoſe in which the Holy Ghoſt teacheth.”—Ag 
therefore, what was expreſſly taught and (exemplified by 
the apoſtles of our Lord, under the inſpiration and influence 
of his ſpirit, when engaged in the work of converting both 
Jews and Gentiles to the chriſtian faith, is contained within 
a ſmall compaſs,and was at the ſame time, level to the low- 
eſt capacity among them; ſich as a general declaration of 
their faith in Jeſus Chrift, as the ſon and mefſenger f 
God, and Saviour of men: In conſequence of which, they 
received him under every character in which they appre- 
hended and were convinced he was held forth to them, both 
by himſelf, and by bis choſen apoſtles ;—fo, now that it 


is agreed, among chriſtians, that the canon of / ſcripture is 


e ompleated, and the principles and regulations of the chrif- 
| | 55 tain 
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tian church are aſcertained and eſtabliſhed in the NewTeſ. 


tament ; a profeſſion and declared diſpoſition and deter- 
mination to take them for the ſtandard and rule of faith, 


diſcipline and manners, accompanied with a reſolution to 
peruſe them with a view to underſtand and take in the ſenſe 
and meaning of them, ought to be conſidered as ſufficient 


to prepare the way for admiſſion to all chriſtianprivileges, 


and to put every one into a capacity of fulfilling every 


chriſtian obligation, it we are ſatisfied of their fineerity, 


or have nor ſufficient reaſon to doubt of it, when they of- 
fer themſelves to, make a chriſtian profeſſion ; without de- | 
ſeending to any enumerated articles of faith and rules of 


church government; the belief of and conformity to which, 
ſhould be left to every ene to determine according to the 
rational and ſeripture-evidence which they appear to them 


to have to ſupport them. To require more than this, has 
a tendency to prevent ſome that are ſincerely diſpofed and 
properly qualified from making ſuch! a profeſſion, which 
ſhould be left as unclogged with human additions and pre- 


ſcriptions as the goſpel hath. left it. And, if thoſe who 


take it upon them thus to impoſe their peculiar tenets and 


uſages would but exchange places with thoſe whom they 
would thus limit and cenfine; they would, at firſt view, 


be convinced of its unreaſonableneſs and of the anti-chriſ- 
tian ſpirit with which it was inforced, and would alſo 


warmly exclaim, for having thoſe principles and regulati- 


ons preſcribed 2» them which are different from, if not, in 


ſome reſpeQs at leaſt, oppoſite to thoſe which they, in their 


zeal, were for requiring of others, as terms of admiſſion to 


chriſtian commenion :—For the fame plea, which they 
make uſe of, with reſpe& to others, may, with equal reafon, 
be adopted and urged with to them. But to return, 
as every unreaſonable, and unffcriptural requirement ſhould 
be ſet aſide, and the mode and terms of admiſſion to a chriſ- 


tian profeſſion ſhould be made as eaſy and unembarraſſed 
with human additions, and with as much condeſcenſion 


as poſſible, and which ſhould have fome reference to the 


conſtitutional weekneſſes of thoſe, whofe ſincerity and 


proper qualifications we have no reaſon to ſeruple; ſo the 
particular-cuſtom of requiring a public confeſſion of ſome 
2 I „„ miſdemeanors 
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miſdemeanors in order therzto, ſhould from what has been 
delivered relating to the practice, be ſet aſide, and diſcon- 
tinued. Beſides, this requirement as to the manner of it, 


makes no difference in offences, as the ſame ſteps are re- 
quired of thoſe whoſe faults may be attended with many 
alleviating, and leſſening circumſtances; and thoſe who are 


the greateſt and moſt aggravated offenders. —In addition to 


which, it may not be improper to obſerve, that a perſon's, 

being once guilty, either of drunkennefs, fornication, or 
any other of thoſe ſins of which confeſſion is uſually ex- 
pected to be made, does not denominate him a drunkard, a 
fornicator, &c. but it is his living in the habitual and con- 
tinued practice of them, that makes him ſuch; for, other- 


wiſe, we ſhall make ſome of the moſt eminent ſervants of 


God, which the ſcriptures make mention of, to be ſome of 
the vileſt of men, which is coutrary to the character that 


' Is given of them in that Holy Book. And with reſpect to 
the beforementioned paſfage in Fames, © confeſs your 


faults one to another,” it is the principal, if not the only 


text on which the papiſts ground their doctrine, and ptac- 


tice of auricular confeſſion; i. e. of confeſſing their ſecret, 
and particular ſins to the prieſt, who is therefore called 


their confeſſor, or Father confeſſor.— And, for my part, 1 


cannot but think it probable, that the principle of requiring a 
gout: confeſfion of ſome particular fins, and the practice 
Founded upon it, in ſome of the reformed churches, is a re- 
let of the popiſh. doctrine and was derived from it; as L 


| know not how otherwiſe to account for its taking place 
among proteſtants, or in thoſe churches, that were derived 


from them, To me it appears to be the fame thing in ef- 
fect, and in ſome degree, as it was before the reformation 
from the idolatries and ſuperſtitions of the Romiſh church, 


with this difference; that it is now ſhifted, from the hands 


of the prieſt to the hands of the church; and is to be ex- 
hibited in publick to the congregation, inſtead ot its being to 
be made to the prieſt in private; whereas I think it is evi- 


dent, from the view we have been taking of the matter, 


that it belongs to neither of them to require it; but the ex- 
hortation is confined to individual members of the church, 


with reſpect to their private faults or offences againſt each 
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other, and is to be their voluntary act; and ſuppoſes alſo, 
that the fault of which confeſſion is to be made, is perſonal, 
* confels your faults one to another,” not one to all, and 
that publickly, agreeable to the cuſtom in many of our 


$ 


churches ; nor all to one in private, as is pradtiſed.in po- 


piſh countries, according to the 2 or practice of 
the church of Rome ; and therefore, none are required by 


this text, nor are they required by any other, to make con- 
feſſion to any but to thoſe againſt whom the fault or treſ- 


- 


If it ſhoyld be aſked, from whence then did this praQtice 
of requiring and making confeſſions, take its riſe ? I re- 


paſs is immediately committed. 


ply from what has been offered, I, raink it clearly ap- 


Pears, not to haye been derived from the New Teftament, 
which alone is to be the rule of our conduct, in all matters 
religious and eccleſiaſtical. ——But, as to the true origin of 
It, . and I think, with ſome degree of probabili- 
ty— that after chriſtianity was corrupted in ſome of the mid- 
dle periods of the W and when the goſpel was, as it 
were ſecularized by crafty and deſigning men, it owed its birth 
to the inyention and contrivance of ſome aſpiring, domi- 


nering and avaritious eceleſiaſties, who availed themſelves 


of the weakneſs and ignorance of the ſuperſtitions and 
vices of the people; and made great gain of ſych kind 
of godlineſr, as the New Teſtament is wholly a ſtranger 
to; and it ſeems to have been handed along with ſuch al- 


terations, mitigations and improyements, as circumſtances 


were thought to require, to the preſent time, 

For any therefore, to take it upon them to ſay, that not to 
require ſuch a confeſſion as has cuſtomarily been required, 
when any of thoſe who deſire to make a profeſſion ef the 
chriſtian faith, have been culpable in any of thoſe ways, 
of which confeſſion has been expected to be made; but 
to admit them to a chriſtian profeſſion, and to chriſtian 


communion without it, although their general character has. 


been ſuch, as that we have no reaſon to queſtion their 
ſincerity and repentance in the ſight of God; and their life 
and converſation has been generally regular and blameleſs; 
to ſay, that it is not bearing a proper teſtimony againſt the 


fault they have committed, is a mere aſſertion, and withaut | 


any proof ; and ſuppoſes that there is no other way of teſ- 
| | | | tifying 
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this is the only, or moſt proper way, it muſt be omitted, if 
we judge by common practice, until the offending perſon 


gives an opportunity for it, by his explicitly propoſing to - 
make a profeſſion of his faith; which, if it be ſeveral years 


after the commiſſion of the fault, by which at the ſame time, 


none but the perſon, againſt whom it was immediately com- 
| mitted was injured, and none have any reaſon to think, but 


that all the ſatisfaction has been made to him that was de- 


ſired, and in the mean time, the offender, has given the ſureſt 

tokens of his repentance by the- moſt regular and examplary 
walk and converſation; yet, under all theſe circumſtances he 
wWuſt then be brought to a confeſſion — to a publict conſeſſion 
of what ought forever to be concealed under the y-il of cha- 
rity —of that charity which we are told, 20 Ux cover a multitude 
of ſins ; and which therefore, ſhould moſt willingly and with 
the greateſt tenderneſs be drawn over a /ing/e fault, to the 


commiſſion of which he had been, hurried, perhaps through 
the force of ſome ſudden and violent temptation, or by the 


impetuoſity of his natural temper, contrary to his general and 
fixed principles of conduct; and which therefore had undoubt - 
edly been lamented before God, and heartily repented of — 
while pride, envy, hatred, malice and revenge, and other 


malignant paſſions, that have been viſible in their effects, 


and which, when carried to an extrem-, have proved fatal 
do the peace and happineſs and even to the lives of many :— | 


while theſeI ſay,have been paſſed oyer as venial and, in ſilence, 
or perhaps only with ſome flight animadverſion upon them, 
And this confeſſion it ſeems, muſt be exhibited in the hear- 
ing of many who had no knowledge of the fault, and who 


could not therefore have been offended at it; and by this 
means the knowledge of what ſhould have been forever buri- + | 
ed in oblivion, is reyived, and handed forward, to the no || 


ſmall diſadvantage of thoſe whom we have no right to ex- 
poſe, by this or any other means wharever—ſuch perplex- 
ities and difficulties are the effects of this un Warrantahle 
practice. It has likewiſe been ſaid in juſtification of it, that 


the confeſſion ought to betas publick as the offence - but in 
anſwer to this it may be replied, that as there is a ſtrange and 


cruct 


 eifying 2 difapprobation of their conduct in ſuch particular 
Inſtances of it, that will anſwer the deſign; whereas if 
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eruel diſpoſition in the world, to publiſh the taults and 
miſcarriages of their fellow creatures, rather than to ſecrete 
them under. the mantle of love; the offender will never 
know when his conteſſion is ſufficiently extenſive—for, if 
he muſt confeſs to one againſt whom the fault has not been 
immediately committed, and who has not been injured by 
it, he muſt to another and even to all that ſhall rake it upon 
them to be offended, without being injured, and thus he 
muſt be liable to make confeſſions without end, as well as 
without reaſon, which makes the argument prove too much 
to have the leaſt weight in it. The inſiſting upon ſuch a 
confeſſion is alſo to be wife in our own conceit; it is to 
require hat we know not that either Chriſt, or his apoſtles 
ever required ; and is in effect to ſay, that the great head 


of the church did not make all that proviſion for the regu- 
lation, and well ordering of it, that was proper to be made; 


and that he did not fully underſtand the conſtitution of it, 


nor conſider nor preſcribe all that was neceſſary io ſupport the 
dignity, and preſerve the purity of it; and is aſſuming, 
and taking to ourſelves to require that of tl. oſe who look 


upon it to be their duty, as well as privilege, to make a 
publick profeſſion of their faith in Chrift and to attend upon 


and conform to his inſtitutions, which he has not appoint- 


ed and enjoined ; and is ſetting up an authority in the church, 


in addition to his, and even contrary to it; which implies 
a reflection upou his wiſdom ; and is laying obſtacles in the 
way by which thoſe are preyented from paying that regard to 


the dying command of Chriſt, who are, it muſt be ſuppoſed 
ſincerely and conſcientiouſly diſpoſed to do it, and to make it 
mäanifeſt to their chriſtian brethren, 5 


Will it be ſufficient to ſay, by way of reply to what has 


been offered, that if thoſe who are juſtly chargeable with 


the ſpecified miſdemeanors, were ſenſible of their guilt, and 
properly humbled therefor ; they would not object, but 
would be willing to make ſuch a confeſſion, as has ory 
been required ; for, would not this be taking it for granted, 
that there is no other way by which they may make it ap- 
pear that they are convinced, humble and penitent? which 


is not true; and if we form a judgment by ſome inſtances, 


who have exhibite1 ſuch a confeſſion, we ſhall have the moſt | 


concluſive 
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dily contributing to its ſupport, 
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 eonclufive evidence, by the general tenor of their conduct 
and converſation, that there may be ſuch a confeſſion, with- 


out the leaſt degree of humility attending it, and with all 
the concommitants of pride, obſtinacy and incorrigibleneſs. 


Beſides, ſuppoſe they ſhould retort this way of reaſoning, as 


J ſee not but they might, and ſay, that as it cannot be made 
to appear, that either Chriſt or his apoſtles required it, and 
there is no inſtance of it in the New - Teſtament· records; it 
argues and diſeovers great arrogance in you to preſcribe it 


that you want to bring them at your feet, and to have them 


ſtand forth in-publick, as ſpectacles to be gazed and pointed 
at, and to have. their particular failings expoſed and made 


the ſubje& of common converſation and matter of eccleſiaſtical 


record; that it may aftrewards be recured to and flung in 
their teeth; and perhaps their deſcendants may, in future time 
be reminded of them. by thoſe, who may be diſpoſed to it, 


| whenever either of them ſhall happen to. give offence, however 


innocently and unayoidably—and if they ſhould make uſe 
of this way of arguing, would they not have more weighty 
reaſons to ſupport it, than that has, againſt which it is con- 
fronted ? Let me further obſerve to you, that there is a 
conſiderable number of well diſpoſed, ſerious and conſcien- 
tious perſons, in every chriſtian ſociety, and I haye no doubt 
there are ſome ſuch among ourſelyes, who would be glad to 


Juoin with us, not only in keeping Holy the Sabbath day, as 


they do, by ſtatedly attending _= publi: worſhip, and rea- 
ut in commemorating the 
death and love of Chriſt at his table; but who, notwith- 
ſtanding all their watchfulneſs, prayers and efforts, are ſo 
ſtrongly beſet by their conſtitutional frailties, imperfections 
and ſins, that they are ſometimes overſet by them.— And 
this is what they undoubtedly lament and bewail before 
God, and heartily reſolve againſt; and when there is a pro- 
per opening for it, will not be backward, in a private way, 
to expreſs their humiliation and ſorrow to thoſe who hap- 
en to be witneſſes of them, and who in the ſpirit of meek. 
neſs, lay their {in before them, not to reproach and upbraid, 
but to convince and reform them, and to fortify and ſtrengthe 
en them in their reſolutions to be more upon their guard 


for time to come ; but cannot think it their duty to ſtand 
| forth 
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forth in a public afſembly, and make # confeſſion of them 
to thoſe who are under no obligation, and have no autho- 


rity or reaſon to require it, nor are in any degree injurec 
thereby : Perſons of this character, and under fuch particu. | 


Jar circumſtances as may eaſily be conceived of, are kept 


from the table of the Lord, their attendance at which, might, 
and undoubtedly would tend to fortify them againſt their 


conſtitutional infimities; while fome others, the general 
tenor of whoſe lives and converſation, and of ſome particu- 


lar parts of it efpecially, make them a diſgrace to their 

_ chriſtian profeſſion, and almoſt a nuiſance to thoſe who have 
unavoidable intercourſe with them, while theſe are continued 
in the communion of the church, without any animadverſions- 
upon their conduct, however merited by them. Beſides 
which, if every mis- ſtep and deviation from the line ef 
rectitude, with reſpe& to ſome particulars of which con- 
feſſion is required to be made, without any regard to thoſe 
circumſtances, which if known or attended to, would be 


allowed yery much to leſſen the turpirude and guilt of them, 


if theſe are to be taken notice of, in this way, (and if one 


all?) More confeſſions would be required, than we ſhould 
have time to attend to, without omitting more important 
duties—but not to enlarge any further, I am ſenſible 


that ſome of you, my brethren, are concerned about the 
conſeqnences of laying aſide the pr actice of which we have 
been ſpeaking. You are apprehenſive, that it will take off 
ſome of thoſe reſtraints which may have been the means of 
preventing ſome of thoſe evils from taking place, of which 
confeſſion has been required to be made; but if it has been 

made to appear, as I think it has, that we are unobliged and 


unauthorized to require it, it will be like running into one 
evil, to prevent another ; which in progreſſion will be end- 
leſs, and a doing evil that good may come of it. The 
n ple and practice of which the apoſtle Paul moſt warm- 


ly diſclaims, when it was {landerouſly reported of the primi- 


tive chtiſtians. . 
The reſtraints therefore upon irregular, exceſlive and vi · 
clous propenſities, and practices, ſhould be ta ken from other 


and higher conſiderations, than thoſe of their being diſre- 


putable 
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| oof our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, ſo abundantly diſplayed in the 


F . 


goſpel, and the motives and proſpects therein held up to view, 
together with the turpitude, and unreaſonableneſs of vice in 
itſelf conſidered, which in themſelves are of unſpeakably more 
weight and importance, than all thoſe which are taken from 
the unfavourable opinions and reflections of thoſe whoſe breath 
is in their noſtrils. Von are alſo concerned, my brethren, leſt 
the doors of the church ſhould. be ſet open too wide, and there- 
by theſe who are unworthy and unqualified, ſnould be admitted, 
who ought to be excluded This is a commendable caution, and 
far be it from me from being deſirous ihat a proper attention ſhould 


not be given toit by us all but at the ſame me we muſt take care 


that edo not extend this too far ʒ and Jo as to exclude thoſe who | 
are worthy and properly qualified—and this is all I have in view, 


vir. to have the paſſage into the church as wide, as unincumber- 
ed, and unobſtructed as the wiſe. head of the church himſelt 
hath left it.— And let it be conſidered, how ſeldom, perſons 


of a vicious character offer themſelves to make a chriftian 


erer believe very few, if any of us, can call ſuch in- 
[ances to mind 1 know of none myſelf— And if this ever 


-ſhould, be the cafe, in which, by the way, no ſmall degree of 
inconſiſtency is involved, that very character would be a ſuffici- | 
ent objection to their admiſſion.—But where perſons have | 
been ever ſo vicious, yet if we have reaſon to think, they have 
ſeen the evil of their vicious courſe of life, haye repented of it, 
and are reſo! utely determined in dependance upon divine help. 
to reform, whatever has been amiſs in their pa't lives, and | 
have actually made conſiderable advances therein have a cam- 
petent knowledge of chriſtian doctrines and duties and are ſin- 
cere in propoſing to make a chriſtian profeſſion, and we have no 
reaſon io think but that they will live in ſubjection to the au- 


thority of Chriſt, and thereby adorn that profeſſion; 1 ſee no 
_ reaſon for us to ſet them aſide, or to require more of m_ wi 
| ; hri 
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Chriſt and his apoſtles required in ſuch: caſes — He tells us, 
that publicans and harlots,'perſons of the moſt infamous cha- 
racters, in that day, were admitted into the kingdom of God, 
before the proud, oftentatious,ſe]t-righteous Phariſees,the Jew- 
1th prieſts and ſcribes, who were ſo apt to ſay to othets, ſtand 
by, we are more holy than you—lt is, my brethren, the ge- 
nius, the deſign and tendency of the:chriſtian inſtitution; to 
bumble the pride of man to exalt thoſe who humble them- 


ſelves before God, and depreſs and humble thoſe who exalt 


themſelves above others—and where perſons are true penitents,, 
and lincere believers in Chriſt, which can bs known on'y by: 
their fruits and effects let their paſt conduct have been what 
it mas, if we have ſufficient reaſon and evidence to believe 
them to be (incere in their proſeſſion, we. have no reaſon, or 
authority, to debar them therefrom and ſhould be as careful 
not to reject thoſe. whom we have reaſon to think Chriſt, has 
received, as we are cautious of receiving thoſe whom we: ap- 
prehend' he has rejected and it will be ſafer to receive thoſe 
whom he rejects, when we cannot have proper evidence of it, 
than to reje& thoſe whom we know not but he has accepted; — 
Thus I have endeayoured to explain and ſet before you, what, 
I apprehend, to be the true meaning of thoſe paſlages- in the 
Ne- Teſtament, that are or may be ſuppoſed to countenance 
and authorize the praftice of many churches in this land, and 
of this in particular, in requiring ſuch a confeſſion as we have 


been ſpeaking of. God is my witneſs, and to his all. know- 


ing mind, I can, with confidence appeal. that my ſole aim has 
been to find out what is the mind of Chriſt, and of his inſpired 
apoſtles, and what was the practice in the firſt and pureſt ages 
of chriſtianity, in this matter, — i his I ſhould not have engaged 
in, if i had not been urged, and even impelled to it, by a con- 
ſcientious regard to the authority of the great head of the church, 


to you, to others, and to myſelf, witout being, in any mea- 


| ſure, biaſſed in favor of, or governed by a ſpirit of oppoſition 


L j to any of you—and I cannot but be perſuaded, that you have 


no reaſon. to think otherwiſe of me; as I am conſcious, that 
the general tenor of my conductlamong you, has been agreeable 
to the principles of uprightneſs; and that you are my, witneſ- 
ſes that L have done nothing among you by part/a/ity—T have 
at ao time, nor upon any”occaſion pretended to have, or to ex- 
erc:iſe authority, or dominion over your faith ; 1 am ſure, = 
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to make a proper uſe of your chriſtian liberty, conſidering your 
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more than is their due; and thereby break oyer the rule of 
viour, when the proud and ſelf-ſufficient Phariſees. brought a } 
| 8 to him, that was taken in the actual commiſſion of the 
his nature; and it is likely, had been witneſſes of the com- 


Moſes requited, that thoſe perſons who were convicted of that 


ſo ſevere ou this particular occaſion, and where the caſe was fo 


their captious diſpoſition and the view they had to enſnare him; 
took a method by which he ſteered clear of the cenſure, which | 


fending perſon, which he had extended to otheis; and at the 
{ame time reminded them of their own ſinful miſcarriages — 


with reference to this matter in particular; but haye put you 
upon examining and judging for yourſelves. —It becomes you 


ſelves as accountable to him who is to be the judge of quick and 
dead. I ſhall now conclude with putting you in mind of that 
declaration of the pſalmiſt, concerning the knowledge which the 
great and merciful God has of our frame, and his remembering | 
that we are duſt, P/alm iii, 14—by which is to be under- 
ſtood his making all thoſe allowances for the weakneſles, imper- 
fections and, frailties of our natures, and our liableneſs to temp: 
tation, to error, and to ſin, which we can reaſonably deſire ; from 
which | would infer our duty to imitate him in this reſpect; for 
3 haye not that perfect knowledge of our own particular 
make, or of the conſtitution and frame of others, which he 
has; yet we know, or may know, enou h, of ourſelves to be 
ſenſible, what need we haye of diyine pity, forbearanceand for- 
giveneſs.; and we know by obſervation, or may know, ſo much 

of others, as to be convinced, that we are under obligations, 1 

partaking of the ſame common nature with them, to extend all | 
that charity te fhem, which our own failings and miſcarriages | 
require of them; this, however, we are ſo tar from carrying to 
an exceſs, that we generally, believe, fall ſhort and withhold, 


doing unto others as we would have them do to us. I ſhall al- 
To lay before yau, the temper and conduct of our bleſſed Sa- 


heinous, fin of adultery—It ſeems they knew the tenderneſs of 


paſſion which he had ſhewn to great ſinne-s and as the Jaw of | 


ſin, ſhould be ſtoned, they had a mind to ſee; whether he would | 
either mitigate or ſer aſide thè preſcribed puniſhment, » hich was || 


clearly ſtated and decided. But he, knowing their bypocriſy, | 


they expected there would be the faireſt opportunity to paſs 
upon him, if he ſhould manifeſt that Jenity towards this of- 


W 
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Let him,“ fays he, © that is without ſin, caſt the firſt ſtone 
[7 | at her when they heard this appeal and © upon being cgnvic- = 
ted by their own cohſcience,” of their own failings, and ſinful 
conduct; it is ſaid, that, inſtead of executing the ſentegce, which 
| the law of Moſes denounced, and which our Saviour, by way of 
trial, pur them upon, “ they went out, one by one, until Jeſus 
vas left alone, and the woman ſtanding in the midft,” undoubted- 
ly expecting a deciſite and fatal ſentence to be paſfed and exe- 
4 cuted upon her — but upon being aſked, “ what was become of 
ber accuſers,” as by the poſture, &c. which he was in, it ap- 
peared as if he did not ſee them withdraw from the place, and 
whether no man had condemned her, z. e. to ſuffer death by 
ſtouing, agreeable to the law of Moſes . ſhe faid,” undoubt· 
” edly with a mixture of humility and gratitude, © no man, Lord,” 
; vpon which he ſaid to her, —*'neither do T condemn thee,” f. e, 
Z to ſuffer this puniſhment ; but by the power and authority com- 
|| mitted to me to forgive ſins, I abſolve and diſcharge. you from 
= the infliction of it “ go and ſin no more.” —The mildneſs and 
{| | compaſſionate charity, the candor and forbearahce of our Sa- 
| viourin not paſſing a ſevere cenſure upon this offending perſon j 
and the exhortation and advice which he gives at the cloſe of 
| this interview, and of the charge brought againſt her, were un- 


Ad doubtedly deſigned for our inſtruftion, and are well worthy of 
''' / our imitation. —Let us, then, go and do likewiſe, whenever op- 
portunity offers, and occaſion requires it—etpecially In aloe 
of leſſer tranſgreſſions, and, inſtead of requiring any thing un- 

| - reaſonable, unſeriptural and rigorous, of thoſe ho have con- 
{| rraQted guilt by any miſdemeanor,— let us pity them from our 
| | | © hearts, and cover their failings and miſcartiages with the 
„ . mantle of chriſtian charity, conſidering ourſelves alfo as in the 
body, and liable to be tempted, and led aſtray, from the path 
ol duty; eſpecially let us do this, where there has been but a 

' | ſingle deviayon from the preſcriptions of our holy religion, 
na andwhere perſons are not habitual tranſgreſſors; and where 
Ve have reaſon to think they are no other than true penitents, 
and fincere in propoſing to make a chriſtian profeſſion, and 
| | manifeſt their deſires tojoin with us in attending upon the fa- 
| cramental inſtitutions of the goſpel, in obedience to Chriſt, who 


| ExmnaTa. Page 11, live 1 3, for and read in, p. 16. 1; 15, for (err. 
ſet, ibid. I. 28, r. aſſiduouſly, ibid. I. 29, for ever r. even, _ 
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